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Barnie's"flying saucer" mysteryhas been solved.

The "saucer,"seen by many Stowportand Natone
residentslate on Tuesdayevening, has been positively

identifiedas a giganticflock of starlingsperforming
"gymnastics"

in the air on theirway alongthe Coast

to roostaftera day of
searching

for foodson
hinterland

farms.

Severalfurtherreportsof
having seen the saucer

came in to "The Advocate"

yesterday from Stowport
and Natone people, with
vivid descriptions of its
gyrations.
Then the "bubble
burst".At 9 p.m.camea
phone call from Mr. P. F.
Norton, of Stowport, for
the news editor.He open-
ed with the amazingstate

ment,"I can solvethe fly
ing 'saucer'riddlefor you."
And then he laughed.
"One of my sons and I
saw the 'saucer'and
watchedit for ten minutes

or so," he said.
"It was the largestflock
of birdsI have ever seen,
and they put on an amaz-

ing performance. There
were thousands of them,
and they flew wingtipto
wingtip,forminga seem-

ingly solid mass.
"For ten minutesor

more they zoomed about
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the sky. At timesthe birds
at the top of the flight

would fan out, while those
belowwouldpack into a

tight mass, forminga huge
mushroomin the sky.
Then they would mass to-
getheragain in the form

of a gianttop and go
wheeling almost straight

up in the air.

"In the fadinglightand
againstthe grey back-
groundof low cloudsthey
made an eerie sight,and
it was only when they
passedonly a few hundred
feet overheadthat we
could see they were birds."
Mr. Norton said that

from any distanceit was
impossibleto identifythe
mass as birds,and he
could well imagineanyone
thinkingthey were a "fly
ing saucer".
When this story was re-

ferredto an old resident

of Wynyardwho makes a
studyof the habitsof
birds,he said that every
evening huge flocks of
starlings,which had their
roosts in ti-treescrub on
the western side of Table
Cape, blackenedthe sky in
the area as they came
home for the night.There
was a similarsight in the
early morning,when the
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birds set out to foragefor
food.

He considered it more

than likelythat the "fly-
ing saucer"seen by John
Howatfth, of Sulphur
Creek,was also a flockof
these birds, the queer
lightingeffect being pro-
vided by the "false"dawn
being reflected from the
sheen of their feathers.


